
VETERANS ENJOY THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

 By: Mike Drewnowski  
 

East Ohio ï Northwest Penn Chapter once again gave a ñHelping Handò to our countries disabled veterans. The chapter is proud to 

provide outdoor adventure for our local veterans in need of help.  

  

The chapter accompanied disabled veterans from the Erie Soldiers and Sailors Home, Erie Veterans Administration Hospital and 

the Warren State Hospital Nursing Care Unit to enjoy a day of fishing and outdoor socialization along beautiful Deer Lick Creek.   

  

With perfect weather for fishing, those attending were ready to enjoy a day in the outdoors. First on the agenda was a hardy wel-

come breakfast. Then it was time to catch some of the 200 to 300 fish that had been stocked by chapter volunteers.  It wasnôt long 

before there were smiling faces and plenty of trout waiting for attention at the cleaning table. By the end of the day the trout were 

cleaned and packed in coolers, ready to be taken back to the various hospitals for one great fish fry.  

  

To top the day off the volunteers served hot roast beef dinners to the hungry anglers. With more than one hundred veterans and 

helpers on hand it was truly a full day of fun and fellowship. 

  

Catching fish was incidental for many.  More important then reeling in a big fish was being able to be outdoors, enjoying fresh air, 

the sunôs warmth and listening to the sounds of laughter and the conversation about the big one that got away. The sounds of joy 

echoed through the mountains of Pennsylvania and the hearts of all attending.   

  

SCI East Ohio Northwest Penn chapter makes lifeôs little pleasures available to others.  

This annual chapter project has become our tribute to our disabled veterans service to the country and the freedom that we enjoy. 

 


