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 The January 2009 cougar hunt was booked through  Wade Lemon Hunting. I left a cloudy, snowy 

forecast in Erie on January 16th to travel by air to Albuquerque and then by car to Dulce in northern New 

Mexico. The weather was different than Erieé..very sunny the whole trip but marked big temperature 

swings from 40s range mid-day to single digits overnight. The hunt was in the Jicarilla Indian Reservation. 

My guide, Alan Vicenti, was a long time cougar hunter and had the reputation of having excellent hounds. 

 Crossing a remote road on the reservation, a large cougar track and depressions in the snow were lo-

cated following some elk.  Snow conditions were  variableéé.12-16 inches on the flats to variable on the 

ridge slopeséé.almost waist deep in some areas to bare ground in other areas. Altitude is deceptive in New 

Mexico since the flats were at 7300 feet, the ridges at 8000 feet never seemed very high but breathing con-

firmed the attitude. 

 Alan used five hounds for the hunt. His lead hound, two older, experienced hounds and two ñrookiesò 

out for training. All the hounds looked very slim but they had great stamina and hunting instinct. We noted 

the large cougar was running with a smaller female. The female eventually broke away from the large male. 

When I approached the area where the cougar was treed, I was amazed to see the large cat 15-20 feet up in 

the pine tree out on branches on one side ééand a hound opposite the cat on the other side of the tree! An-

other dog was already 3-4 feet up the tree. The big cat did come around the tree trunk and took a swipe at the 

hound, missed and moved backéI believe distracted by the dogs and our appearance. Suddenly the hound in 

the tree lost his balance and feel down through the brancheséébouncing off many of the brancheséé

hitting the ground and to my surprise quickly getting up ready to go again. Somewhat unusual, the cat 

jumped out of the tree, ran a short distance in the deep snow, was treed and ran again before being treed for 

the last time. I found shooting the cougar was a different experience from other huntséé.the cougar unlike 

most other animals I have hunted is a solitary hunter. You are close enough at about 15 -20 yards to see the 

salvia spitting out his mouth and the only reason he doesnôt jump out of tree on you is he is fully distracted 

by the hounds. I used an old Winchester Model 55 

chambered for 32 Winchester Special. After shooting 

the cat you need to give the hounds a few minutes to 

ñchew onò the catéétheir reward. 

  It was an enjoyable, very different hunt with a 

great guideé.my first hunt with hounds. I hope to get 

back to New Mexico to hunt for a color-phase bear with 

Alan and his hounds. The big cat weighed around 175 

pounds and should make the B&C All Time Top Ten 

when measured officially. 
 


