Axis Deer Hunt

By: Robin Mussig, age 13

“Boom,” we hear a gunshot that could only mean my brother has just shot an Axis deer. He is
about a hundred or more yards away and it is mid July it is about a hundred and five degrees and we are
in Camp Wood, Texas hunting with Joe Jakob at Big Earl’s Outdoor Adventures. My ten year old brother,
Mark, has just shot a 27” Axis stag with a 243 rifle. We go over to the box blind where Mark is hunting
with, Joe, our guide and he said that Mark made a good shot. So we had a short and easy track. We
don’t have cell service so Joe and Mark will have to walk back to the lodge to get the truck and some
help. So Joe told us to go back to our blind because we are only ten minutes into the hunt. So dad and |
go back to the box blind and we are only there fifteen to twenty minutes and a small Axis stag appears
and behind it is a shooter. As | ready my 270 rifle and my dad gets the video camera ready, he whispers
wait there is a giant one coming. | get on it, take the shot, and | don’t even feel the recoil of the gun,

only hear the echo of the shot. | try to rebolt, but | am unable to so my dad takes the gun and rebolts.

The big stag disappears behind a brush pile and Dad sneaks out of the blind and stands on the
tree next to us to get a better angle to see if the stag was down. He motioned to me that the stag is
down and moments later we hear mark’s voice cracking over the radio, “Did Robin get one?”. We walk
over to the stag. The stag is a magnificent deer with white spots and a black strip running down the
back. Big Earl, Joe, Mom, and Mark come pulling up in the truck. Joe and Big Earl could not believe that a
thirteen year old girl had just shot one of the biggest stags on the ranch at the length of 32”. They also

could not believe that we got two nice Axis stags on the first night.

My dad spent the rest of the four days trying to stick a stag with an arrow. Mom, Mark, and |
went swimming in the crystal clear 85 degrees Nueces River ever day. The cabin that we stayed in was
very nice and Big Earl and Cricket’s cooking was out of this world, we had axis back straps cooked over
the a open fire Texan style that Big Earl took out of one of our deer, we also had other big Texan meals.
They both took good care of us all. It is very beautiful there, but the most fun is just spending time

with my family.



