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 After my many hunting 

trips with my friends and older son, 

I was interested in finding a trip 

which would appeal to both my wife 

and I.    My wife had expressed 

interest in Spain since she had 

studied their many years ago and is 

fluent in Spanish. So a key element 

in our decision process was how the 

outfitter set-up the wifeôs schedule. 

We had investigated a number of 

outfitters/ booking agents for Span-

ish hunts before going out to the 

SCI Reno Convention. At the con-

vention, my wife and I  talked with 

many of these outfitters/booking 

agents. Only two met our criteriaé

most said they would provide a car 

to drop her off in town, or possibly 

get a free hunting guide to accom-

pany her to town, etc.  At the daily 

rate they were charging and our 

interests, they were not acceptable. 

We finally booked a hunt with Edu-

ardo F. de Araoz , owner of Cazatur, 

to hunt the fall of 2008 for red deer and fallow deer. When asked who would take care of my wife, Eduardo noted that  ñthe mother 

of his children took care of the accompanying women ñ and in her absence, he would. That sealed the deal ! 

 From our arrival at the airport to our departure from the Madrid airport, everything was handled in a first class manneré

from the first evening dinner in Madrid with Eduardo and his wife, to a great hunt , to arranging great seats at a Flamenco Dance 

show our last evening in Madrid. Eduardo and his wife were exceptional tour guidesé..very knowledgeable, very fluent in English 

and very focused on providing a great overall experience. 

 The hunting on the trip was also well managed. My wife and I stayed at one of their summer homes outside of Toledoéé

located on the end of an old Roman Water Dam. Accommodations and meals were excellent combined with first class hospitality. 

With guide, Eusebio, I hunted on a large estate about 1 hour drive from our accommodations. This was the first time I have hunted a 

ñhigh fenced areaò and had some reservations. However, it was a spectacular estateé.. the area we were hunting by ourselves was 

about 9,000 acres with a high fence on 3 sides. 

Game was plentiful but there was no pressure 

from Eusebio to hurry and shoot an animal. 

We make several successful stalks on several 

trophy animals and took some amazing vid-

eos. In this large area , animals behaved  just 

as they would on open range. The red deer 

were in the rut and they truly ñroaredò com-

pared to the high pitch whistling of our elk. I 

was fortunate that my wife joined me hunting 

the day I finally took a trophy fallow deer. On 

the second last day, I finally decided to take a 

fine red deer trophy. I was not successful in 

getting a wild boar since conditions were very 

windy the night we were hunting. 

 A first class hunt to take a wife on. 

We hope to get back to Spain to hunt 2 species 

of Ibex with Eduardo. I understand Eduardo 

will receive the 2010 Outstanding Outfitter 

Award at the SCI-Reno Convention this year. 

Jim Davis 


